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Course Description 
This course meets the state requirement for a fourth and final year of TEKS aligned English 
class. Students will learn to investigate academic texts, construct supported interpretations 
and arguments for an authentic audience, and acquire academic habits of thought. Reading 
instruction will focus on developing critical reading skills for comprehension, interpretation, and 
analysis. In writing, students will develop skills through composing with specific purpose, 
situation, genre, and audience in mind. Students will write a variety of effective formal and 
informal texts. To learn to integrate reading and writing, students will use an inquiry approach 
to analyze, synthesize, and make value judgments regarding text and writing. This course is 
designed to prepare students for college-level reading and writing intensive courses.  
 
Course Purpose 
This course is designed to develop students as critical readers, thinkers, and purposeful 
writers prepared for college success in introductory courses across disciplines.  
 
Learning Objectives & Student Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Locate explicit textual information, draw complex inferences, and describe, analyze, 
and evaluate the information within and across multiple texts of varying lengths. 

2. Comprehend and use vocabulary effectively in oral communication, reading, and 
writing. 

3. Identify and analyze the audience, purpose, and message across a variety of texts. 
4. Describe and apply insights gained from reading and writing a variety of texts. 
5. Compose a variety of texts that demonstrate reading comprehension, clear focus, 

logical development of ideas, and use of appropriate language that advance the 
writer’s purpose. 

6. Determine and use effective approaches and rhetorical strategies for given reading 
and writing situations. 

7. Generate ideas and gather information relevant to the topic and purpose, 
incorporating the ideas and words of other writers in student writing using 
established strategies. 

8. Evaluate relevance and quality of ideas and information in recognizing, formulating, 
and developing a claim. 

9. Develop and use effective reading and revision strategies to strengthen the writer’s 
ability to compose college-level writing assignments. 

10. Recognize and apply the conventions of Standard English in reading and writing. 
 

 
Outline of Instruction: 
I. Writing 

(A) Determining effective approaches, forms, and rhetorical techniques to communicate 
purpose to an audience. 

(B) Generating ideas and gathering information. 
(C) Evaluating relevance, quality, sufficiency, and depth of preliminary ideas and 



information. 
(D) Formulating a thesis. 
(E) Recognizing the importance of revision as the key to effective writing. 
(F) Edit writing for proper voice, tense, and syntax. 

 
II. Reading 

(A) Making complex inferences and supporting inferences with text evidence. 
(B) Understanding and incorporating new vocabulary and academic concepts. 
(C) Analyzing and evaluating information within and across texts and genres. 
(D) Connecting literary and other texts to personal experience and historical 

circumstances. 
 
III. Communication Skills 

(A) Understanding formal and informal communication. 
(B) Developing effective speaking styles for group and one-on-one situations. 
(C) Applying listening skills in a variety of settings. 

 
IV. Research 

(A) Formulating research questions 
(B) Exploring research topics 
(C) Developing a research plan 
(D) Gathering relevant sources 
(E) Evaluating validity and reliability 
(F) Synthesizing and organizing information 
(G) Designing and presenting  
(H) Using source material ethically 

 
 
Course Policies and Procedures 
 
Preparedness: Students are expected to read and complete all assignments 
BEFORE coming to class. Homework is due at the beginning of the class. There will 
be interaction, discussion and/or group work every day. Students are expected to 
bring supplies daily in preparation. 
 
In-class writing, discussions and workshops: Expect to discuss and write each day. 
Because of the workshop atmosphere of College Preparatory English, class discussion 
is encouraged. However, members of the class need to respect other students' 
contributions to class discussion. Talking that disrupts the group discussion or talking 
that hampers the learning of the class as a whole is inappropriate and will not be 
tolerated. Similarly, any cell phone usage that takes students’ attentions away from 
instructional work is not acceptable. 
 
Class Participation: Your participation is required in class. One of the ingredients for a 
successful college student is having the ability to bring your own thoughts, 
considerations and opinions to a discussion. There is no wrong answer or thought. 
We are all different people coming to this educational experience with something to offer. 
Your thoughts offer a diversity of perspective that can inform a conversation, offer 
insightful dialogue, and present potential new avenues of discussion. Please try to take 



the risk of sharing with the class; we will ALL benefit from each other if we can achieve 
this. 
 
Independent Reading: A major component of this course is independent reading, even 
when you are not directly applying your independent reading text in a lesson. In order for 
you to attain a college-ready reading level, you must read a lot, even beyond the scope of 
the readings built into this course. Every unit has suggested texts that are thematically 
connected, but you may choose to branch out into other texts. All of the listed texts can 
be found either on MackinVia or the Houston Public Library’s digital collection. You may 
also look in your classroom library for books to read. 
 
Course Resources: For this course, you will need a laptop. You will also need to know 
how to access MackinVia on the Hub, and you will need to sign up for a Houston Public 
Library card so that you can access their digital resources.  
 
Format for Papers: Use Times New Roman 12pt font ONLY, double spaced with a 1” 
margin all the way around. Check your default settings. Always follow standard MLA 
format for papers. Each paper will be submitted via the HUB or, when communicated, 
as a hardcopy, printed on white, standard, 8”x11” paper. 
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
Scholastic dishonesty includes cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion: 

• Cheating on a test—copying from someone else’s paper or using unauthorized 
materials during a test; 

• Plagiarism—using another person’s words, information, or ideas in your own written 
work without appropriate acknowledgement (and quotation marks when exact words 
are used); collusion—secretly collaborating 

 
Please note the possible consequences of such dishonesty may include a grade of 0 or 
F for the particular assignment. 
 
Late Work and Make-up work 
A hard copy of all in-class papers is due at the beginning of the period on the date 
designated in this syllabus. An electronic copy of all assignments may also be 
requested. If a paper cannot be submitted on time, the student must request an 
extension, preferably prior to the due date and in writing, via email. The extension may 
or may not be granted at the instructor’s discretion. 
 
For each day an assignment is late a student will lose 10 points on their overall score. 
An assignment may no longer be submitted after the fourth day unless an agreement 
with the instructor was made prior to said day.  
 
Materials 
You are expected to come prepared to class with a: 

• writing utensil (blue or black pen preferred) 
• pack of paper 

• composition notebook 
 



 
 
 

 
Grading Scale 
 

Essays/Tests/Projects 50% 

Quizzes / Classwork 30% 
Homework/Participation 20% 

 
Assignment Grading Scale 

A (90-100%) 
• Outstanding work demonstrating thorough understanding of concepts and 

requirements 
B (80-89%) 
• Superior work, surpasses an “average” performance 

C (75-79%) 

• Satisfactory work 
D (70-74%) 
• Less than adequate or incomplete 

F (0-69%) 
• Not adequate, little effort demonstrated, almost no contact with instructor 

 
A passing grade according to HISD grading standards is a 70+. In order to pass this class 
and qualify to take HCC’s English 1301, students must pass both semesters and the final 
exam with a 75+. 
 
Remember that your grade is your responsibility. If you have any questions or concerns, it 
is up to you to make an appointment with the instructor for additional tutoring or 
assistance. The instructor will always be available during conference periods or after 
school. Parents are welcome and encouraged to contact the teacher to assess how the 
student is progressing toward successful completion of this course. 
 
Tutorials 
Ms. Salazar will hold tutorials Tuesday and Thursday of each week from 0730-0830 or upon 
request for appointment. 


